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 Branches of Glory to Tears of Sorrow 
 
Palm Sunday can be a real swing of emotions. Going from the glorious shouts of Hosanna and 

acclaiming Christ as King to hearing Jesus pray in Gethsemane; Father, my soul is sorrowful 

even unto death let this cup pass away from me yet not as I will but as you will. As we embark 

upon this Holy Week, we will not be able to participate in the liturgical mysteries that make 

Christ’s death and Resurrection present to us. This is a suffering for many of us. The reality is we 

are living with much suffering and death. It is all around us right now. This week and in the 

weeks to come we will LIVE Christ’s passion and death with Him. I have said in many of my 

homilies that as good Americans we like to make our suffering go away by buying our way out 

of it. This time, that is not possible. Jesus Christ did not look to get out of his suffering. While 

Jesus lamented it, He remained unequivocally determined to go through His passion, to die and 

so enter into our greatest failure, and our greatest fear: death! As spiritual warm-blooded 

mammals we find ourselves today faced with our mortality. A new enemy has arisen looking to 

use our bodies to advance its own survival while causing us many types of suffering and even 

death. Christ in His passion gives us an example: we are to remain faithful, to stay the course. 

The apostles all ran away from Jesus when His suffering came.  Our great wealth as a society has 

allowed us to run from suffering in the past, but now even our wealth is powerless. In spite of all 

of this, Christ is our hope. His final words from the cross reveal that hope: “My God my God 

why have you abandon me.” You might say that Jesus is giving up! No. This is Jesus praying. 

Look up psalm 22 and pray it. This last line of Jesus shows He is praying, praying psalm 22, not 

giving up. At the end of psalm 22 comes a great message of hope: that from God’s deliverance 

will come great praise and rejoicing. Jesus’ passion and death were his great opportunity to save 

us and earn the right to glorify us one day. We have lived in a very ideologically divided culture, 

even a very ideologically divided Church. We have been at each other’s necks for years now 

over policy and many different ideas. It is time to put that aside. God permits crisis like this not 

to punish us, but to save us and glorify us. How so? In facing our common mortality, which we 

as fallen human beings only seem to come back to when we have to face our mortality, we can 



recapture our common humanity and recommit ourselves to the truth. These times give us the 

opportunity to re-evaluate whether we have had a proper understanding of the truth and if not, 

we can then re-orient these ideas to be more in line with the teaching of Christ and the reality of 

how the world and life are, not how we think they should be. This is very freeing actually! We 

can stare down this new viral enemy because of the victory that Christ has won for us. No matter 

how much sorrow and death we may suffer, we know Jesus faced His suffering and passion with 

confidence and he is facing this viral enemy in and through us now. God will bring us a victory 

in and through our faithfulness, hard work, and suffering both in this life and in the life to come, 

just as He brought victory through Christ’s faithfulness to his passion and suffering. For now, let 

us commit ourselves to going forward to suffer with Christ this Holy Week, knowing that he is 

carrying our cross with us and there will be glory at the end of the road when God brings it!  


