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Confusion, Sadness, and Joy? 

We have heard much lately about “game changers” with regard to the present health suffering we 

find ourselves in. Our medical professionals say that the real “game changer” will be when we 

have a vaccine developed and ready to go. From a medical and biological standpoint that remains 

true. However, even just one more vaccine against a very contagious disease does not change the 

fact that if Covid-19 doesn’t get us, then something else will be our demise ending in death. The 

reality is that it is today’s mystery of the Resurrection that is the “Game Changer” par excelance. 

God doesn’t just make Jesus’s death go away. He kills death in the Resurrection! Try and wrap 

your brain around this for a minute. On our worst nightmare, death, God has permanently 

inflicted its own punishment on itself and permanently. Oh sure, death is still around, but it does 

not have the fear factor nor the permanence it once had. This can be very hard to grasp. We see 

this on that first Easter morning. No one on that first Easter morning really understood right 

away. This had never happened before. No one had ever risen from the dead. While many of the 

Jews and Jesus’s followers had a profound belief in the Resurrection of the dead, they didn’t 

recognize it right away because they had never experienced it before. Mary weeping in the 

garden is probably the best example. She runs to tell Peter and John, notice what she says, “They 

have taken the Lord and I do not know where they have laid him.” There is a general pattern with 

each initial encounter with the empty tomb or with Jesus. First there is confusion, followed by 

sadness, and then a great Joy upon realization of the Resurrection! It isn’t uncommon for us to 

come to Holy Mass on Easter Morning filled with joy and rightfully so. Yet this Easter may be 

more like that first Easter for us than we have ever experienced before. We will most likely find 

ourselves confused when we first wake up wondering what to do with ourselves. Because we 

won’t be going out to Easter Mass. There will probably also be some sadness having to watch 

Holy Mass being livestreamed and not be able to celebrate with those we normally celebrate 

with. Yet Hopefully through prayer and some family traditions we will still encounter the Risen 

Christ and come to that great Joy only his resurrection can bring to times like these of suffering, 

isolation, and death. This is a kind of journey to Emmaus for us all. May we look carefully to see 

where our risen Lord is going to step in and walk with us. A Blessed Easter to you all!!! 


