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The Chief Cornerstone 

In today’s second reading we hear of Peter writing about how Christ is a living stone and 

that he is the example for us to become living stones. This reminded me of when I was a younger 

probably in high school and we had cleaned out the boat. I forgot to put the anchor back in. So 

we went to shore and found a bigger rock to use for an anchor. Rocks make difficult anchors 

because they don’t come with those convenient little eyelets, but they usually are plenty heavy. 

Immovable is a good word to describe rocks. Yet Peter over and over uses the word living 

stones. Well, last time I was picking rocks I didn’t see any stones that were living. They just 

don’t move. Is there anything more inanimate than field rock?  

For many years before we had affordable concrete, stones were used to make building 

cheaper. In the Holy Land there is even more stone than here because of the mountains and hills. 

The Temple mount in Jerusalem is made of all stones, cut stones. The choice of a corner stone 

was important because it not only brought two corners together it was the corner stone that held 

bore the weight of the two adjoining walls. 

We live in extremely uncertain times. We don’t know what is going to change next. Even 

before the pandemic began, we were undergoing rapid cultural change maybe not always for the 

better. Longstanding Christian relationships such as Holy Matrimony and the dignity of the 

person are being broken down in favor of an insidious personal independence.  

As human beings we like stability and security; but take the rapid cultural change and 

heap on a global pandemic and we can be left looking around like a lost puppy for everything we 

have known at least seems to be vanishing. This is where Peter’s words are so important. Our 

relationship with Christ through daily prayer being with him, listening to him, speaking with 

him, and enjoying his company. While our relationship with Jesus may change and hopefully 

grow the fact the we know him as a friend will only change if we send him away. This is stability 

and security! Not an earthly, government ensured security. Rather it is an eternal one. In today’s 

Gospel, Philip expresses this desire for a permanent stability. When he asks Jesus, when he will 

show us the Father? Jesus responds with, “Have I been with you so long and still you do not 

know me Philip? If you have seen me you have seen the Father!” We are slow learners as human 



beings but Jesus reveals to Philip in his answer that he is God he is the stability and the security 

we desire.  

It is not only us as Christians that desire this stability and security but all human beings. 

When we become living stones built of Christ, we become immovable in the best sense of the 

word! No matter what we may face we become in the world other cornerstones that stand on 

Christ to hold the world and society together. As Catholic Christians we are the weight bearing 

stones when we stand on Christ. Sometimes it can seem crushing. This is why we ought to 

continue to choose to love him because when we stand with him and on him, we are able to give 

immovable strength to those who are faltering. So let’s strive to love and become better friends 

of Christ, because when we will be asked to forsake our faith by the world for some inferior 

good, that we may stand fast on Christ the Chief Cornerstone. By doing so we will give greater 

strength and security to our weakened world. 


